
loC'&I .ont:u ~ounty has t l lb disti nction ~i b(o.v1nC thb .:r..,Cltt.st; elevation 

t tl"otl.T! &..IIy other. The 
.. 1" Ik:t~ c ounty in the state, a nd Giv e, ris s to mare s rean5 

~eo&d't.at E'rs Cl'f the Greenbr ier . the Elk , Cheat, Wil11e ms river , Cranberry • .Gauley. 

.nd 

~ever ~l otters of less importance . 
Its forests of pine ,and 'ra ra wo ods ere the 

rincst in t he state. 
~ar l iDtoh . the county seat , is situated at the junction of Knapp5 Creek with the . 

Greenbrier river from the ass t , and Stony Creek from the . / est . The India..n Draft is an 

offs hoot of Stony Creek Vall ey , and an ol d Indian trail leads up :this "dr"'aft'l four , 
miles to t he f oot of Elk Mountain and across Elk mOlmtaiD to the head of the 

Cro oked Fork of El k river. The valley of Kna pps Creek was followed to the junction' 

... "ith Dout hards Creek fourteen mi l es to the crossing of t he main Alleghany range to 

t he ~~ters of Jacksons r iver in Bath county , Virginia. All these are today main 

hiGhways of travel . end with i n histor ical times a.rrr,ed bands of marauciing Indians Crom , 

t he uhi o country have .beeu pursueci by the 8Vetlbing ,t.'ioll!:::'ers of' the Valley and 

;.:ue;usta , Vir ginia •. ' Tl~e ot t.er &ree.t hi ghway for the abori ginies in crossioL to the 

"" 0 0 ow e va. eys 0 .8 hio fr o;n what now constitutes th~ stnte o f Vir .. inie, was t f 11 th 11 f th 

nen e nd l:e.n9."r.'r a r i vers , about seve!lty miles to the south . 

.l- ODb occupancy . '.'.jthin a few At !-arJ iaton t her e are numerous ev~dences of 1 . 

hundr ed yards ~f the courthouse there i s and f 'd I lOun 0 c ons l. erabJ e dimensions , althouj;h 

." ... e memory 0 persens nov; livinb it was about obliterated by the pl ow - mith'n th f 

.. situated in the about ten feet in height . Another mound of earth and ,tone's 

bot t o!!', land s near the r i ver and n-e.r the "d " • res l. ence of " -. C \'" Pr 1-./" • I . iCe .. From this 

mound ..... ere removed v;i thin the past year ( 19J 1) t he r em&i us of at least seven 

adul t 
I 

s keletons . These had been buried in a manner that " indica t ed that all the 

b odies had been thrown t o&ether a nd ea.rth h eaped on them , or else at some time the , 
s keletons had b een distw"bed , e xcert on the surface bl' the errosive etfeot of the 

cu l t ivation of t he soil in the surroundin~ o fields , e.1\d the s k eleton. -ere .. di SCOvfjre~ 



. acc1dC!nt&.l MAtul(>r by workt,8.Jl la.yillr: 0. Y-Rter main . SOl1l6 o f · thE. bones t hrovm out 0.1. 1:1 8.11 

t ..... t titlt' 1 "'\Oe in ~. }'0!:s6ssjon . nnd iIldie&lte adult mohE in the prime of Ufe. 

tradition hu it that III. battle wa6 fou &ht nt this point b6t..,/een the IndiEUlG and 
• 

that. the dud were buried in this mound. It frAy be that the bones were dhturbed in 

tte mound at !Ul early date in.. the settlernE:ot of the country by the whites . am\ the 

tradition c rew out of the faot that so many 'Skeletons 'T/erEi found tOGether in one 

buria l flace . 

A lW'b6 L,ound four miles below J,.e.rlinton on the top of a hitJ1 hill , in tl.e 

• • 
primeval forest . has never been disturbed except for 6. hole sunk from the top about 

six feet to the level of . the surrounding earth . at which depth a thick layer of 

, " ashes l'lftS found . A very large oak erowine on this mound was uproot~d many years er.o, 

and tore away e. part of one side . 'l'hi s mound is composed of eartb and stones, all of 

the stones having been conveyed a dis·tance of several hundred feet, ns there is none 

in the immediate vic inity of the mound. There is probably t hirty or rorty tons of 

l oos e r ock i n this mound . ( 

mouth 01' SVl8.bO Creek and many reBes It is near the 
LCd 

signs of occupancy have been noted in the fields near this 'mound and in the retion 

surrol1l1ding. 

At Clover Lick. on the Warwick estate , there a.re 
several ~ounds of the usual 

foro and si~e . Th 
ese are at the mouth of Cl over Creek, and WaB a famous resort 

Indians , 8. tra1f leadin" f CI . 
for 

b r om over ~reek valley through the Rider Gap and big 

Sprinc Gap t o the waters of Old F'<61d ' 
... ,J"oTk ana o i l .) - ri.,.' k f 

b .t' -0 ,!" or' 0 .eLc river, re .. 
spectively . Uue of these mounds 

was opened about one hundred U2~ STS) yel:,.rs a(o 

lLtlJ - 1 9~O?r by the ln te Jacob r'aTWick . 0. ' first settler ,' 
nn Indian fih},ter ,,:r.o "AS 

at the bnttle of POjnt Pl eR sant , 
1774', a veternn of the l'tevohtion . The well 

preserved bones of an adult were f ound 
in a s etting posture face to t!:e west , and severa l art101es of stone and metal . 

place left a8 
".hole was left u.ndiGtu'rbed , and the bur iel it was found . ~ 

tbe Boil have 
I ° Uooeedins years 

about obliterated the.e 
mounds . 

fields surround1n p th 
I.> 8e mounds . 

o..nd a oentury' Ei or more cultivation of 

:...noy relics have been i'ou..cd in the 

-



• 

~ s~ll ~ound of rth ~nd Bton~ ot tho mouth of locust Creek was visited by .h.'j~ 

Jter A few weeks a r;o . A short time before a skeleton had been discovered i n t h:ll 

,.ct:Jld b\lt no other r elics . There are a F-ew ;oounla in the vicinity of Dunmore aDd 

• l.ircenbaok in the upper part of Pocahontas County. , 
There i s no evidenoQ that~he Indians traveled far into what was 

bIlck f r at:!. the r eenbrier river and its branches 'and 

, 
fields t ha-t have in late years been cleared and cultivated on the upland. and bja1!-
eountains onl y rarely are the arr~ pai nts discovered, 8uch a8 mdght bave been l.~~' 

. 
in t he chase, while nearly every field on the low lands i8 thlokly strewn with t;l:LIIi;i . . 
evidences of early occupancy, and at some or -the Camp sites 

arrow points and other relics have been ",or ked • One on the headwater. or . t<>lllr ~!i.;e.cA4 

anQther on :;'tampi ng Creek. In tr_e vicinity of botL of t.h_8s e b6ds there 18 .,.s..>il'ea-:e':;1r 
of ca~ sites , a~Q s tone r elics are numer ous . h6 fublfc road l eadia& to the 

Stony t.r eel: cuts thr OUGh a OOU!ld about O::le hundred yards f r ot"' tt.e l.dee or nti" 
t he l ands of Ja~s ShA r p . 

, 
On t he Cr ooked For k of Elk river 00 t he land s of Robert Gl baon there 

"1 d - . " b n lao nog , 8 out 300 feet in diameter, forn ed a. growth of' a sert 

Thi s_ phenomenon is well marked and appears whenever the fie ld il in 10,.. ... ' 

than fifty yeers si~ce the spot 'was cleared of a dense -growth 

Fr ~ - The Pocehontas_ Times 

Larli nton , 1. , Va . January 11 , 1912 

• 

• 

~. -
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TantalizinG bits of 

PV(;J...!.I.' Tii!> CuU:;TY 

CHAJ'TER \I - THE l-'EOJ'U; 

Pocahontas County hint evidenco f ound throuGhout 

i the Greenbrier r egion presence of man n long before the err1.,.81 ot oW" 

plon~er forebears . Tiumer ous conflicting ell 17ft!. its ]eGcmds have arisen , ea 

0l'."D answer to the nurster:; of t ",e,e first rosidents and tJ.oir the identity of ., 

fato. Tho d i th county has led some i~vesticapresence of several moun 6 n e 

tor s to believe that the ancient }· ound.uu ers may " ild have passed this '118.1 -

B i ]d d five sheets mound, on the farm of' Douglas l:c l-le111 neor ucl::eyc,:; e e One 

of mica similar to specimens fou:) n ... d i aut'"ent'e&tod 1.:ou.l1Ci Builder str ueturea . 

Such sheets are believed to have been used by the ~ound Duilders as mo~. 

HO~'levcr. t her e are several deposits of micaceous rock in Pocahontas and it 

is qUite poss ible that Indian tri bes also WAy hav& valued the peculiar 5ub-
stance. 

The ::c I1eill mound , like SeVeral others in the region, gives no ert-

dence of eXcavation below t he original ground level end contains a heap of 

ashes which might be the re~Ains of cre~ted bOdies . Another theory i. that 

the mound may originally have been a sad hut which fell in upon the ashes 

of lts fireplace , Thi, idea is further ,ub,tentieted by the di,eovery of 

doer ,hanks, ,ueh " might heve b,en ea,t a,ide nt Some prehistoric b.".,uet, 

and atone utenSils in similar mounds . 

A mound near toe eo",.thou,e in iiar linton yielded the ",.letoos ot 'eYen 
adult /rAles which were so 11 d t tl t' 

P e o.::;e ler .Iat jt is belic\'ed either that t1:ey 

wer e h.,tll
y 

buried by e victorious ene"'Y after e battle or t!cat the c=nd 
was 

distur bed b,}" SOI!:e early investigator . 

One of several mounds on the ":arvlick t 

es ate at Clever Lic!: revealed the 
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s koleton of an adult mal e sitting upricht . faoing neat . The l':a rvdck croup 

is generally a ocepted as an Indian ur a b 
" 

Ground attachod to a villaee, r elio. 

of v:Wch are scattered about pr ofusely . 

1 d 1n t he county at !:nrl1nton and on That fairly large villages ex ste 

Old Field Fork 8S well as at Clover Lio lS cor a~n. 0 k . t' The '.r"est l'iaS at Har-

linton, judSing by the nw.,ber of arrowheads, pipes . pestles . torr.ahav;k.s, and 

C'tl' or instr lll:,ents of the Stone Age which still arc f ound in t he vicjnity. 

Perhaps the most notable remnant of Indian l ore to be found in the county is 

the famous Hagic Circle on the Gibson farm on Old Field For k . The c i rcle 

was discovered by William Gibson in 1860 after he had cleared a tract of' 

den s e laur el and alder 1::r ush . After the field had been prepar ed e.s meadow, 

6. Circle, f or ned of grass€s native to the prairie states , about 132 feet in 

d i aneter, appeared~ Authorities on Western Ind i an customs describe this Ci rcle 

as being composed of the figures of two snakes in the act of swal lowinG ee.ch 

other. The rattl er f orreed by yellow grass depicts light , the black ODe re-

presents dar kness - their act portrays the Indi an idea of the succession of 

n ight and day . 

Al t hough there is no definite pr oof that Poca.h.ontas County ever wa s the 

permanent nor.:.e of an Indian tribe, traditions per s ist tbat peaceful Buran 

tribes onCe l ived in 
the area inc l uding Pocahontas and that, in 1070 , they 

,','ero driven out by d', 
marau lng !"ohawk warriors from !lew York , l'/ho , having 

SCourged the c ountry, withdrew· and left it uninhabited . 

or evidence of prolon~ed r es idence 
There is no r eCord 

o f r om that time until 
"'-,hite s etl;]ers in the 1750' s. the arr ival of t he 

The Shawnee Indians , together 
with a few Delawar e and l.:inGO 

parties OCcupied the Greenbrier a rea each 

year f r or.! spri ng until lnte fall . 
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tHs time they . tah by II. con!bination hunted and fiolled . preservinG the~l" ClL 

smol~ng and dryins pr ooess. t a source of their PocahontlLs WIlS importan as 

most priceless mi neral - - flint. ll'ine r~ tJ'aveled from Ohio . L!ichi6!ln. and 

Pennsylvania to dig for tlle precious flint nodules . On the farm of Tom 

there are hundreds of pits where the Benrd . on Sta!:lping Cr eek neaT Jjillpoint . 

Indians plied their crude spades of horn and bone . 

t d them. fo und livin" easiest in The Indians . like those who supplan e 0 

h 1 t rums Onl~ nn occa-the open valleys alonG the Greenbriar and ot e T arGe s re. oJ 

siona1 arror/head . s uc h as mi /;ht he.ve been lost in huntine;. is found in the 

ruDbed. mountain areas . 

In thE'l r t r avels into and throuGh Pocahonte.s County the ::1.ed :':8n chose 

the easiest ways and pioneered trails which are followed to a large delree 

by the modern higln'/sy system. U. S. Route 219 . the ar";crial highway connect-

in!; tile heart of the county with t he North and the South . generally follows 

the age - old Seneca Trai l . This ancient thoroughfare . sometimes called the 

r'e.rriors ' Road . extended fr om NeVI York to Geori;ie.. a distance of more than 

500 miles . Other Indian paths , following the valleys of t he larger strear....s 

within the county. survive today in pr esent .state r oa ds . 

The r ed hunters f el t secure in this land of abunda::t t doer. elk. bear . 

and other gllJlle . Under the Albany Treaty of 1722 all t he land II lyinG upon 

,7estern water s " - t he ar ea drained by tributaries of the I.~i!lsissippi 
- l":as 

reco;:ni zed as Indian territory . C 1 1 t r 
u 0 on s s were or bidden to violnte it. An 

Occasionnl hunt or f ound' his way throul>'h the rlOu ... t.' n, and 
o ... .... 1':a5 received 'With 

due hospitality . H-"ever ttl 
... " • se era soon follO\'!ed t he trail of the 6.dventu_ 

rers . and tho Indians. watalo1ng the &TOTtinG str O:L..l r f invaders 
pour i!lto thei r 
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Tho I'rench, intent 

., fo-ned this uo-t f the mount ..... llS, ...... , 
upon dislodGing the E1Slish foot J101d wes 0 

rest into bitter hatred . 

dituls 
to London without success, the InHaving appee.1ed 

oponod a brutal Campaign 
to drive the trespassers fron tIle c ountr,y . 

These hostilities reaohed into Poc ahontas 
in AUgust . 1 755 , l' .. hen just one month 

after 
Braddock' s defeat, Indians appeare d at t he mouth of j!.napp · s Creek. Ai'tOT Killin!; h.'aha persons 

h 1" ttl ' eight prisoners wi tb 
they r etired to t e .es a~lng 

them . 
In their raids, ... .... '" 

reno 
the Ind

<an_ -e1do- killed able-bodied women and chi1d_ 
Instead, such ones were USUa y a.::en 11 t 

,. to the permanent villages in Ohio 

a..'ld Pennsylvania Wl1cre they shared the work o£ the Indian women. 

- taken to t.'e Fr ench- Canadian settlements and sold a.s 
Cases pr lSoners Vfere In s evera.l 

110 turther r aid, ooourred until September of the fOllo"ing year when 

Indian, invaded the Greenbrier territory for four dey" killing twelve porsons, 

wounding two , .nd taHng thirty- five pr i soners. A party of men from ROCkbridge 

and Bath countie, overtook the raider, On UarUn Run near ne Gr eenbrier River. 

Doe of the oaptive women Wes CSrrying her inf""t and t hus Wa, .r""inC the in-

veders' r etroet . In an efrort to 'pecd t he e,cape , a '-''''rior too!; the Chi ld 

fr on its mother end dashed 'it to deeth ege in,t a t ree. Short l y after the 

band hed oro"ad toe river one of their hcrse, 'hied sod thr"" JOseph !':"Y,e, 

then t hi rteen years old, into e peteh of net tlcs. The Indiso, were '0 c10s

e

_ 

1y pres,ed by their pursuers thet they did not ,top to retrieve the boy. They 

fled up Stonoy Cres!: and Indian Draft , quickly outdistenc<n. th 
'-:ho t urned back and picl::ed up M _ 

... <:> S re!:cue rllrty ~ 
young .ayse. !)efore returning home the r.,an 

l:urh::l t he murderee! infant on t he bank of the r un , 

Using t heir knives and 
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f!nceors to scoop out the 5he.l 10w Grave. The boy Joseph Uayse survived to 

e nd later served as e. magistrate of the county for fight at Point Pleasnnt 

n'er forty yea r s . 

cont,'nuod to their village near Chilicothe. Ohio , The Indian raiders 

"'here ~~a:lse' s mother , in company with the mother of t he murdered infant and 

d t D t it l'rom thor. they oade t hei r 'Way, by the a Krs . Slo!!n , escape 0 e ro • 

direction of friendly Indians, to Pennsylvania and thence ho!!!.e after an ab-

sence of 15 ~onths. 

Little protection \'las ai'forded the Greenbr ier settlers at this time 

because they "lere in forbidden territory. !~one of 110 forts authorized by 

the c olonial ~overnment during the period 1750- 70 were in this rebion . Fort 

Dim-riddie on the Jackson River v:as the nearest barrison of sufficient str eni;th 

to wi thstand any strong attack. Col. Andrew Lewis , by convincing the autbo-

tities that the Greenbrier "!e.s a tributary of the James River, obtained per-

mission to build a private stronghold, Fort Greenbrier , on the site of the 

present county court house in 1754. Unfortunlltely~ Lewis , ,'dth his G8rrison 

of 200 men , joined Eraddock's ill -fated campaign against the Fr ench ~d thus 

were absent at the time of the first I!:ldian attack . .Apparentl~r the invaders 

avoided contact with the fort in t:leir second CS, !:.!l9 ii;n , for , thOUGh it wa.s 

strongly garris oned at that time , records indicate no orga.ni:ed resistance 

to the atta.ck . 

During the next few decades tl,. settlers d d d 
apen e upon bl ockhou~es of 

their onD const r uction . 
III r eality these Vlere little mOre than sturdy c&bina 

heving very small windm'fs or none at all . 

thr ough widell t he settlers could fio-llt of_' 
They were supplied with l oopholes 

their atte.ckers. "0 t _. t 
L S pr o'_1.I.nen 



I re Fort r:arwiok ar-o..DS the!l(1 pioneer l 8,VenS we 

rocnholltas County 

Chnptor -1 

on Door Creok about four milon 

site of the IS8,ac !:eUeel home, i'rol!1 Cau . Fort tuc!.:ley at nill. Point on the 

no •• and .Oort Price. Fort Drennen (Dr innon) about 300 yards also knoyrn as Fort u~ 

t f Ed and Fort Clovor-l'fest of the Seneca Trail. one half -milo northwes 0 r ay . 

about 300 yar ds from the C. P . Doer ho~ lick . situated on Cl overlicl:: Creek 

near tho north for k of the creek . 

DurinG the decade follo,wing t he def eat of the French . the Indians 

Gradually ceased their resistance to the white invaders and lived on quite 

peaceable terIl".3 with them. A thr ivinG business in furs formed a bO!ld of 

union between the Red Len and the traders who brought knives. axes, beads, 

cloth . powder. lead, and buns frot! the east on pack horses . 

Sc ch anicable relations .. ere brought to an ond , howevcr, as t he first 

r umblings of the Revolution becane ap?~rent. ~ritish 6gents worked to create 

troublesome incidents , c.nd the forts gained new sibnificance in the stru:;cle 

at;D.i:u.t the Indians, who , incited and armed by the British . renewed their 

attacks upon the pioneer cOlli:1unities . The fOrts not only ser ved as t he head-

quarter s of scouts guardinG the s~tt1ements from sur!)rise attacks, but they 

also ,':ere recruiting centers i'or the t r oops that fou;;ht at Point Pleasant 6..!ld 

later against the En~li~h in the east . 

The sett l ers became incr eaSingly al8.r1:.).od at the ero",inl; t r afi'ic in 

fireE:.r:n~ ",hich passed through t hei r mid.st . Vi gilantes took it upon U.ecselves 

to waylay the persi5tent t raders 2.nd destroy thei r goods . Er itis h attel.'1pts 

to prosecute the hi~hwaYl'len r esulted in Il'ASS jeil deliveries. Vio l ent !':lob 

!:cene:; , s.nd general unres t a::nonG both the settl er s and the Indie.ns. 

reaceful Indians Were attacked . 
Unexplained thefts or acts of 'VioleDOe 

• 
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wer e 11~1 d at thoir door. Suoh an incident occurred in pooshontllo in 1700. 

El !£oboth Gnlfor d . fourteen- year-old douGhter of Thomas G.lrord ~ disappeared 

while on an errand noar her home . Altllou!;h no Indians had be en seen in the 

dcinity thoy \'Ier e immedia.te l y suspected . Galfor d a nd Samuel Gre~ory went 

to the I ndillll towns in search of her. What I ndi a n to"ms are referred to, 

and the ir l ocation . is not knovm . Ga l ford and Gregory l oitered about the 

vill aGes . trading fu r::; with the Indians in the hope of findi ng soma traoe 

of t he gi r l. ae i ng unsuOCOGsful. they stole two very fine horses which thq 

had obs erved in t he village ono st~rted homeward . Having traveled a short 

di Gtanco they hi tched ~he hor ses . cr ept baok alonl:& the path e.nd aL'bush~d three 

I ndians who hnd taken t heir trail . Raving kill ed blo and put the others to 

flight , they took the bracelets and other or na.:nont s fr .:l!'ll. the bodies and oon-

tinued to their homes. One of the hor ses \ '!tl. S sol d to John Bird at upper Baok 

Creek. the other \'Ins pur chased by Jo}m i:fe. r ness of Staunton . 

Shortly a f ter this incide nt had occurred the Indians opened their l •• t. 

but certainly Mos t extens i ve . campaign aGainst tho Pocahont~s s ettlement •• 

Tw enty- two warriors sur prised Richard Hill and Henry Bal:.or early one morn1n& 

near the home of Lawr ence j)r i!l..Ilon au the Greenbr ier River about two mil •• 

above LOorlinton . g i ll hOod just crossed 0. fenc e on the ":-ay to the r iver where 

the men i ntended to take 0. short swim before breal:1'llst . As aker started to 

vt\ul t the fenoe an India.n concealed i n the dense brush shot him t hrough the 

br oast , Another then threw hi s to h ,. t !lOll h rna a.w...: a 1. • T: .O dodged t he :niss i1e~ 

j unlped back over the fenoe , and esca.ped to the Drinnon house . The I ndians, 

!'oe.r in:; to cross tho fe nce which was wi thin euy r i fle range of the houae, 

pr ied up 0. ra il of the ff.l[lce . drabbod the mor t ally wou..."ded Ba.ker through. gel 
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!:(':.\lped him. barricaded the house aod sont 8 slave to 
Drinnon , fear in; an attack . 

the Little Levels for help -

t men came from the 
A party of about twen y 

FindinG no coeur..' they buried Baker and 
sett lc~ent and re~Ained overnight. 

all those who hud taken refuGe 

s tarted their return journey accompanied by 
tinen the company re~ched Cillpoint there was some do-

h I d t.k~ the trail through the lI !lotch" on Auld
bate as to whether they s .ou 

t rer from ambuscade. Two BridGer 

in the Dri nnon !lome . 

rid~e mountain or travel a longer rou e S~ 
belon

"'ng to Drinnon, l eft the other s and 

brothers and '~o.tha.n . 0. Negro boy ","'" 

, t '1 The)' had proceeded only 8 short distance 
ventured up t he mountal D Tal . 

"Ihen Indians hidden i n the thickets beside the ,!?ath shot nnd killed the two 

l~ath!1.n bnd dropped beh i nd when he paused to tie his noccasin e.nd 
b r other s . 

so escaped . 

The lndig,ns next attacked t he home of Rugh :':clver. L-illing hie and tak-

ing his wife prisoner. AS they were l eaving the hous e they met John Prior 

Y!ho ~ ,-lith his ,-:ife and infant , was enroute t o the Great i\anaTIha Valley . 11 

''Iarr icr shot Pr ior and . wlum lle did net fall . Grappl e d with hin. Frior threw 

the Indian frc:u him o.nd \';alked away toward the sett lement f r on nhich h e l:o.d 

just co:ne . It is thou~ht that t he attackers allcr.ed him to escape in the 

hope that he ,-_'QuId return ":ith friends to r escue bis fru:"il~ . thus affor dinG 

an exce llont oppo rt~~ity for ambush . Prior staGtered to the settlement, told 

his stor y . o.nd died that 6\'en!. 'lg . The fate of his wife and child hIlS never 

been di scover ed . 

A co.bin on tho si to (If Edro.y . ocoupied by the farlilie. of: Thoaae llrlrmon 

rel. e.... y II war party. hlt1A& .... ........ a nd a. I.:r . Smit h . we.s the next to be . d • b t h 
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son
l 

they turned toward their Ohio villabes • On the "'ay 
LTs. Drinnon and her 

they met and killed an aged couple named 1.ionday . 

hI established in the Duri~ the 1780 1 5 settlements became more thoroub Y 

va lley!: of both the Tybart and the Great !{anal"he. - the two pr inciple routes 

into the Greenbrier region . never arain penetrbted these buf-Savage raiders t::J 

fer settlements to prey upon the Pocahontas country. The frontier had crossed 

the Ohio . 

Little more than thirty years before this final retreat of the Indiana, 

the Pocahontas region had been first discovered by wandering hunters from the 

east. Countless l egends are told concerning the identity of the "first- man 

to venture west of the mountains . As has been the Case in the hi story of our 

",hole continent I it is mos t probable that severd adventurers had satisfied 

their curiosity re;;arding the unexplored mountains without botherin& to pre-

serve their findings or bro~dcest the sec r et of such rich hu~ting pre5~rves. 

Jacob !!arlin and Stephen Sewell " crossed the Allegheny range and followed a 

mountain stream through t he pass north of Beaver L:ountain to the mouth of 

Knapps Creek on the Greenbrier River," in 1749. Although the names ot these 

1;1."'0 have long held e.n honored place as pioneers of the valley ~ they wer e cer

tainly not undertaking a blind excursion . Knapps Creek was already known by 

that name , and early scribes agree that the pair were lured into the wilderness 

by glo ..... in& accounts of' the richness and wild beauty of the new frontier . In 

making their ho:::te on the delta, thereafter called }~arlinl s Botto~. , 
... the;,' did , 

hO'?!evcr . take the fb'st step in the settler.umt of the rebion . 

Soon after their arrival they disagreed because of GO~e difference in 

rel igious beliefs . 
Sewell reooved into a hOllow tree just ac r oss a s~ll brook 
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Jolln Lo
'lis and his s on , Andr 6W , ente red the 

In 1751 . ,,'hen • 

for med 
Gr eenbr ier Land Company, they found 

v-.lloy to survoy 
for the newly 

S i nce n ei ther l.~a.rlin nor Sewell bad 
the pair still waging thei r l one l y f eud . 

t the land t )l
e younGer Lewis seized the opportun1 t)" 

bothered to stake c l a i ms 0 

d bt 
" t" h l" . ovm nar.le f or 480 acres, 'Part ot whioh 1_ 

to sur vey an 0 a~n a gran ~n 

the pre.
ant 

. i te of ~arlinton . s ewell again moved, this time going to Stephen 

Role Run wher e he later became the v i ctim of an Indian attack. Ilarlin di.-

appear ed s everal years later. 

lleanwhile Lieutenant Warwi ck, father of the prominent Jacob Warwick, 

had enter ed the Dunmore neighborhood and surveyed 8. lar ge trant, part of whioh 

was in bis own name . After a shor t s tay on t h e property Lieutenant Warwick 

r eturned to his native Engl and for a visit Y:ith relatives and was never heard 

from again. His wife, Elizabeth Dunl ap Warwick, and their son, Jaoob, re-

rna. ined at the homestead f or several years. Mrs. 'Warwick later married a. 

neigbbor by the name or SitlinGton. 

The f irst man known to have established a per manent residenoe in the 

Littl e Levels was John McNe el, a nat ive of Frederick County who had gone to 

t he Cuoberland Vall ey. While t he r e , i n 1765, he b eca me involved in a fight 

and , believi ng that he had killed his opponent, fl e d i nto t he mountains. 

·Wander i ng south for sev er a l days he came i nto the Lit t le Leve ls region .. where 

t:> i .... e 1un ~ng, one ay, e came upon Charlos he set about bu ild inD' a cab l" n. '"lh'l 1 t " d h 

and Jacob Ki:mison, who had c ome from the Winchester settlement in search of 

a neVi home . ~ W~ is supposed victim He was r e l iev e d t o learn from the-e men ·~-t h 

was very much a l i v e . After hel p ing t he Kinnisons locate their home sites just 

eas t of wher e Hill sboro noVi stands, McNeel acoompanied them on their return to 
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t he t'tust where they all obtained supplies . 

During this visit Hel-lee l me.rr ied Har tha Davis, who had come from Wales 

wi th her parents a 'few years before. A story often told of '!.Jos. Uc lIeel g1'9'es 

s vivid exampl e of the hardihood of the pioneer women . During the time that 

r er husband, t OGe t he r with the Xinnisons, waS e.t Foint Pleasant fighting 

Cor nstalk' 5 e.r my , 1.1rs . lieNeel bore a child which soon died. Having no one 

tO , aid her, she built a coffin, dug a grave , and buried th~ child unassisted. 

At about the same time that }.~cUeel and t he Kinnisons were founding their 

homes in t he Little Levels . John Warwick (no close relation to the Dunmore 

Warwicks) established e. t omahawk ri ght on Deer Creek a short distance east or 

the mouth of North For k. Such an operation consisted of blazing tree. along 

the boundar ies of a projected l and c laim and the building ot a residenoe of 

some sort on the property. He returned to E~stern Vi r ginia where, with the 

aid of his sons, And reVl, John, Jr~, and William, he or:ganized a large group ot 

settlers who fol l owed him into the new territory. 

The gr oups a lready mentioned were not al one in their pioneering or the 

neVi territory . Nearly ever y c OI!'.I!l.unity t ha t now exists in the cO\.lnt~t was beine 

founded at this time. Since the middle of t he century the re had been an ever 

increasing str eam of settlers moving into the valleys surr ounding the Gr een-

Some moved .,n to the west , while other s , disc our abed by ravages of 

Indians and the near - starvation life of I t1e wi l derness , r etr eated to the eas-

brier . 

t e r n settlement s . a new c ance at life a nd Never the l ess , driven by hope of h 

e s cape f r om oppression at home , he.rd~! newc omers ~ c ontinued to filter i n . 

Among the earliest ' of tr.es e advent~ers Was the step-~Qther ot Jacob 

,- i k •. .. a.r w C- , J!-I' . S itlington . (11is nnme WaS either Robert or Andrew; h1ator1aue 
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i t) A lotter whioh he 1s 
contradiot the~se1ves nnd each other on this po n • 

said to have 'written to his brother
l 
John~ in Ireland, hints ai. the hardships 

whioh wer e t o be endur ed and t hose from which the people sought to escape. 

Green Briar, September 25, 1766 

UDear Br other: 

This comes to let :,rou know that I am in good health at present bleoB'4 

be God f or it hoping these will find you and your family in the same con

dition; for t ho t we have been long absent from each other, yet neither time 

nor dis tance of place can r emove the brotherl y effection I have for you. As 

for my s ituation in this COuntY I I l ive on a br~ch of the Hls8issippi Watera. 

which is ver y fertile l~nd but is not yet purchased from the Indiana. I eD-

joy a r e~son~ble li7in~ but have been l ong in a dangerous situetion tram the 

i~cer sions of t he s a~ages; yet throubh the protection of God have hitherto 

escapte , 3,:;,1 had I the Comfort of you to converse with should think •• 1t 

happy . 

But I dar e not advise t o Come to this country. Yet were I in Irelaa4 .~~.-~ 

and had such :l :- G.!i:,il:,' as ~'on hf'.YC End c ou l d free it in no other way, ! ... >lil. ; 

bind !!l.yself and them before I would stay to b e so oppressed , but you haTe DO 

occnsion l :'or if you are unable t o ~ay "our p dt· ~ ~ assage , com upon re emp ~on to 

Fennsyl vania and Br other l1i ll ~am "I'll 1 .L • ... soon re ease you, and as soon as I haTe 

~pportunity I will repay it him. 

I had the comfort of hearing of your welfare by 3r other l":'illiam which 

t;ave me :;r eat satisfaction, and likevrise I heard of Brother Thomas . 

I have no child which k Ina .es me ":'lore desirous to hav y ou near . !;y rite 

joins in our love to you and fa-'ly and -- Sister Sliza1eth and her family and to 



t t 
d lovin~ brother till 

!lll old friends , 'which is all f r om your e.f f ec ion o. e an co 

Death . " 
Th~ settlers in the Greenbrier terr i t o ry prior to 1800 were almost e.x-

Their ancestors were 8 r ortion of the 
elusively of Scotch- Irish ext r action . 

thronGs who settled i:cJ. I r e l and f oll owing the defeat of 0 ' Neil of Tyronne in 

1611. Upon the upheaval of Irish pol i tical c onditions in the early part ot 

the ei&hteenth century, thes e people becs~O t ho victi~ of unbeerable BUP

pression end viol ence . Their esc ape to the New "arId a.nd t hence to the l'ron

t i e r N',S inspir ed by e. desper ate longing for home and freedom of action. Han7. 

being unable to pay for thei r p a s s a ge acros s tr~e Atlantic , bound tl'.emselv8e 

as indentured servants to the weal thier farmers and business men of the 

Amer ican col onies . As soon a s they had served their contracted period of ser-

vi tude they pushed to,'!a.rd the f r ontier to es t ablish the i r own hOMS. The tn 

",ho were able to pay their ovm way and begin lif e i n t he oolonies a8 free men 

wer e looked upon as member s of the gent r y . 

At the turn of the century ther e wer e 24 f amili es, totaling 171 p".OJI8. 
listed in the census of Pocahonta s . This y;as admittedl y an incoJt!.!,lete eJWM-

ration. However, since there was a cons tant move wes twar d , end t he final 

I ndian raid in 1780 had caused a minor retreat , t he fibu r es nay be accepted 

aG being approxi~Ately cor rect . The f amilies l isted as r es i di ng within COD-

saac ... oore, oses !_o{'lre. fines of Pocahontas at t ha t ti::ne Vle re thos e of I I " L! ' 

Peter Lightner J Henry Har per J John J. ~oore, Fel i x liri!!!.es , Samuel 17augh, James 

~oor e , i mat hy CcCarty. Robert Gay, Waugh , Aar on 1100r e , V;i11 iam iioore , Robert " T 

, .... '" l:.a t .pws, J osiah ~r ("'.m. Jeremiah friel, Jacob i7nnricl::, A..."ld r ew O\""; n, Sa-ps on h 

b " Levi l:oore. and JobD John Sharp , Vi11lio.:n Shar p , Wi ll iam Paa "e , J ohn ~axter, 

Bradshaw . 
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l'"d b6cn of the slmplo3t sort . In many Thus far life on the Greenbrier ~ 

wa.ys it ,",'os little abova the scale of the Indians ' • Eoney was practically 

nClll -existant . The Gett l ers tradea b . furs , meat, and ginsen~ for the rar~ Im-

h co--od1t1es which they c culd obtc.in only by r.:uudng ple~ents, salt , and ot er """ 

the long trip to Staunton or some other Eastern center . FaTIts ranged in 

s iz e f r ori 0. ffJ\7 hundred acres to r ac s t t of 1 , 000 to 2 , 000 acres knarm a s 

"plantat i ons II • Even these ',','ere large y ores I '" • 1 f t 101din.s Hi red he l p or slaves 

Vler e luxuries which onl y the wealthy minority could atford . It \"as usel es s to 

c l ear u::ore than t he owner could care fo r with the help of his wife o.nd older chil-

dren . He depended on his neiGhbors for assistance in clearing a new field or 

the construc tion of a house or barn. Labor w£!.s a cO!ll.'!lodit-J y,llich t~e pioneer 

traded f or t he things he needed . 

Hors es \':ere a luxury \':h i ch f ew men could a..ffor:! :'n the face of constant 

theft and slaUGhter by Indians . The OWDer of a c(]<!,' was a fortul".nte I'l8.D indeed . 

The added mnnpOl": er of a large family wa s a ve.luable asset . In the census ot 

1800 are listed famil ies "lith 13 ch.i~ur o!l . The average of all those en\CD8_ 

l"' ated Was seven c hildl"'en per family . Howev er, death t l"' od CO:l.stantl y upon 

thei r heels. Medicnl attention was limited t o t he ap plication of herbs and 

myst i co.l charms by a me mber of the fa tli ly or a ne ighboring II
p

hys1cinn . " S uper_ 

stition , dong "With a ll the l ittle elves and fairie s of Iroland , had accoo-

p a.:lled the people to thei r new hOl:!.es. Contat;iOtls disease s $Wept 8.1-:ay -.:-}.ole 

families . !'!en trudged hO!le f r om the i:ov C." h ' t:.:!! 'l infected with dysentery L,d 

1).11 t h o oor.ununicable disoases of the arrtj' C3.r.1pS :.nd \7l1tched in hOJ"r"r as 

t ho 1r wives and ohUdren r ell vict1m to "'Yster ious ~1aoues ao,inst Tlh!ch they 

had no r esi s tance . 
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Tho tror.londou~ physioal hardeJ.!ps to ",Moh the sottlerc were subjooted 

were Il prioeless asset to the future of the lo.nd tor which they struggled. 

The <weak mnonb t hen soon fell victim to the relentless wilder nesD or turned 

bac!: to the s helter or the communities from which t hey had come . Only thoae 

hardy ones who had poured their souls into the land that they and. their ohild

ren mibht have a home really their awn survived . Some have tr ied to pioture 

them as handso~e giants with bul ging muscl es - a rece of Dods. rhe, were 

ooemon people . 'l'hei r hands were gnarled claws, hard a s the r oots they grubbed 

f r om their fields , and their faces were weathered b rown as their harvest. 

Thei r ~trength lives in their children . today. 

With the nineteenth century begun a ne'·: era. Until 1800 ";ho iDhereu.t 

self- sufficiency of the people and the scattered l ocations of their hameII Md 

precluded eny division of labor which could possibly be avoided. BnIrT aaa 

was his ovm b lacksmith. miller, and carpenter . Each farm"RU a worl4 w1111ai-. 

itself , essentially i ndependent of any other . llowover. as the eo m1. ~ 
the advantages of speci31ization became more apparent . t~ichael Dauahertr 

v!ho had settled near \';h:lt is now the W. G. Ruclanan property 1D 1770. ~\. 

gri::;t mill aD l~ ill Run . Peter Lightner a l so set up a water- powered. .s.u 
the Huntersville district . 

Lightner is nota?le for being the forerunner of a bro\l r ~·,l.ich plqe4 

important role in the consol idation of the new cor.ounities . 

v:ho began to drift into the county were e.s stolid Q:1d reliable as the Iootob-

I rish \'lere adventurous . Also, unlike the pioneers , who were ~'nrce.r. aDd 

hunters e.lnost without exception, the Germans had brOUGht from their homel&D4 

many of their manual crafts . rhere were millwrights , cobblers. b1aclcara1th8 . 
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and ntunerous other Ol'aftsmon among t hem who did much to rais6 the sto..ndard 

of' living: on the frontier . Such German names as Lightner. Harper . Yeager . 

ArboGost , Serold. Halter man . Burr, Siple . Sh~ets. Casebolt . Shrader , Burner , 

Syde::ls tl"iekel", Var ner. Hevener , Cackley. GUlllJn, and Overholt appear prorninent _ 

y in the records of the development of this period. 

With this neVi c onSol idati on came the deve l opment of the first to\'rns . 

Eunter sville . fit-st settled by Uilliam Sharp, quickly became the center of 

c ommercial and SOcial activities in the county. Under the sponsorship of 

John Bradshaw , Who had gained renown among his neighbors as o.n Indian Spy 

and e. v,"itness of Cornwallis ' surrender, the settlel!lent became a tradi ng pos t 

i'eT the hU:lter s of the Gr eenbrier area . It was at Bradshaw'S home that they 

traded furs. meat, and gi nseng for l iving necessities brOUGht by peddl ers from 

t he east. 

John Har nes s of' Staunton was one of' the most proninent of these pioneel" 

aerchants. Us ing pack horses he brought cloth, salt, firearms , and household 

LDd farming implements over t he narrow trails of the .Alleghenies . Gradual l y 

:r.al l businesses were establi shed to take advantage of the opportunities pre

ented by the ever increasing throngs coming to the villa~e to trade . Black

n th shops 'were opened to supply the new denmnd for buildinG hardware and 

uom tools. Tanneries made poss i ble the local production of' l eather goods . 

lch gun smiths as Evick and l1athan Burgess produced rifles "[11ioh not o::1ly 

ded in the protection of the f'rontier but survived the rigorous service of 

War between the Sta tes . 

Dunmore . on t he s ite of' the early Vra.t'iyick holdings j Edray , named by irs. 

;i zB. l~oore for the wal led Ec!rei of' Eible fc. r.e ; Hi lls boro, nan:ed :for Richard 
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h t r nise the standard and munor o\ls other ol"'(\ftsmen o.mong them who di d rouc 0 ... 

of l i ving on the frontie r. Such Gorman numos a6 Lightner, lmrper , Yeager, 

Arbo!;lls t , Herol d , HRlterlll3.n ~ Burr. Siple. Sht>cts . Cas ebolt, Shrader , Burner, 

'" d t · k V C k1 r u"'''' and wer hol t appear prominent-.... t ens r1C "er ~ a r ner ~ Hevener . nc ey ~ ... " .... , 

ly i n t he rec or ds of the devel opment of this peri od. 

With this new consolidation came the deve l opment of the first torma. 

Huntersville , first settled by Wil liam Sharp ~ quickly became the center or 

c ommer cial and s ocial activities in the county. Under t he sponsorship ot 

J ohn Brads haw , who had gained r enown among his neighbors as an Indian spy 

and a 1':i t ness of Cor m'.'allis ' surr ender, the settl ement became a trading poet 

f er t he hu..-,ters of t he Greenbrier a r ea . It was a t bradshaw's home that thq 

trade d furs, meat , and ginseng for living necessiti es brought by peddler. trOll. 

the east. 

John Harness of Staunton VIas one of the most prominent ot the •• piaae .. 

merchants . Us ing pack hor ses he brought cloth, salt, firearms, and hcnaaeball. 

and farming implements over t he narrow t r ails of the .Alleghenies . 

small businesses were establ ished to take , advnntage of the opportuniti. II"~ 

s ented by the ever increasing throngs coming to the village to trade. 

s mith shops 'were opened t o supply the new demand for buildin& hardware ... 

farm t ools. Tanneries wBde possible the l ocal pr oduotion of leather goode. 

Such gun smiths as Evick and 1fathan ilul'gess pr oduced rifles which Dot on1,. 

aided in the pr otection of the frontier but survived the rigorous •• rT1oe at 

the War between the St~tes . 

Dunmore , on t he site of the early V,'a--'ck I ld ' Ed ~ .. ... 10 Ulg;s; ray, 

~li%a 1:00re for t h e walle d Ed re i of Bible fnfle i Hillsboro, nareed 

named by )!re. 

for 1!1ohard 
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" d " it !lan 's ",a5tle; an 
Bl11 whose GIH\Oious homo lI.\i{od the Indians as the ~ ,1j e 

numerous other cO~un1ties 
f the various neigh_ took ror~ as the residents 0 

bor hoOds drew together ror cOI7,panionship and mutual aid. 

'·oro ond more tho people or the Upper ureenbder come to think or them_ 
selves as Q 

. and ideal~ . apaTt rroc the Com_ 
united gr oup havinG common a~r.~ 

tr.ll.'-li t j es of 

h the nearest seats of 
Fl"anlrlin~ Beverly and Lei'lisburg~ whlc Were 

justiCe . 

" h lB2l , when the General 
Their SitUation Vias reCOGnized in .... arc ~ 

.A bl V 

".An .A t t p·ov'de for the formation of a new 
SS6m y at' 1rginia paSsed C 0 4 ... 

n. d Ie" The hi 11 derined the 
COunty out ot' pal"ts oi' Bath. Fendleton and ~n 0 P:I . 

boundaries or the new county giving it o.n approxbJlte area or 760 .quare 

~iles • .A change in t he southern bO~"dary in 162< ir.cre,sed its are, to t!e 

prasent 904 square rules. 1\,·0 names, Allegheny and POcahonte. , had baao 

.alectad ror this and another county ,.,hich was beine rormad ea.t or tho moun_ 

tains . Through a clerical erro,· the namos "ere reversad, thus tho county 

l y ing atop the Alleghenie. r eCeived the name of tho historical Indian princ ... . 

Improved r oads and transportation foster ed by the neWly forn,ad county 

;;overnment r.oili tated the entry or still more settlers. In addition to the 

ScotCh-Irish, English and German groups , which '·"ere still !;r ,ming , new thr ong. 

or Irish, FrollCh and Dutch mi!;ratad into the county . The lost na"'ad were. 

group of the 300 who had len the Netherlands in protes t at tl,e fO,.",otion or 

the Dutch Rerol"m Church . About 100 or the people under the leader.hip or the 

Rev . Willi." SChi""'er horn Pu<cha.ed 0 tract on tha ,·
j1

11i.,... River frOll! Paul 

roa.el, in 1010. ~h1s cC""'"ni~ •• !:nov", a. tho utOh Bottom Settle",ant , was 

poorly prepal"ed for the lo. lJOl"ious is.TtI. life 0[' th t d 

e un a~e country . Accus_ tO~od to the .ecurity of the Jutch Cities the reopl. 
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r Os e Wlnter of 1858 the Company disbanded . 
Du 1 th 

' /jos t of the people either 
t-e urlle 0 e Bas t or Went on to tl!6 new frontier. 

t d t th 

A rew ramilies remained 

to shar e t!18 f ~,- Pit among these wera the Stultings, U"\..l.I" 8 or Pocahontas. r ain nen 

l'I' l"andp.'ent, 'p th En.lis h settlement of' Hills_ c 4 0.1. earl Buck, who settled near e ~ 
boro. and the Van Reenans , Whose progeny live in Zdl'ay Cliotrict tod.y. 

Th 

t , r esidents to new lands. 
e westward movement lured many or the coun y s _ 

Some went to Ohio and Indiana. So many licUeels , Beard • • Callisons, PoaGes . 

Hills , Gays. Bridgers and Clunens from the Little Level, vioinity live in on. 

liissouri county that it is often called "Litt l e Virginia." During the yoars 

from 1840 to 1860 t he exodus so nearly equal l ed influx of new settl.ro that 

the POPUlation increased onl y 1,036 pepsons over the t otal of 2 . 922 lioted i n 
1840. 

Those who remained in the Greenbri er Va ll ey enjo;'ed the ':.cst PNs~erou. 
sra they had ever known. Study of numerous will. probated durin& thi< Ora ro-

veals that the resid ents had accumulated c ompar atively large fortune. in Ihe_ 

stock and casb . The blue gr ass pastures of the county produced hor ••• anel 

cattle which found a ready mOl'kct i n t he easter~ trading center s . S1;,7e. had 

become a port of the larger establishments . l~'ea l thier member s of tho cO!:>JJUn1V 

freguentl y O"med as many as eigh t or ten neEr o s laves valued at ~5 . 00 to 

~1 . 200 each, depending on the age, phYSical condition and disposition or the 

indiyidual. TI,e s l aves were Well treated . ::nny were sot f l'ee in reward for 

faithf u l service . A Wid ely known char.cter ""3 "Old Ben, " Owned by Jacob 

r;arl'lick, Who was given not onl y his f're edom but a smell plot of land on which 

to live for the r est of his days . The r iSing sympathl' fo r enancipa tio:\ i. 

reveal ed .in several instances ,' n '''I,,'cn' h' f I h 

' el. r s 0 weQ t -y estates rofuGed to 
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nCUept the slnvo3 inO]"d.d in their 
• inhcri tanoes . This boo 

m period orashed to lln abrupt 

1'0 ftho!lta s ~eso uors k the J'lorning 
" ma rohod out of Huntersville at ten 0'0100 on . 

of' u.
y 

16 , 
186

1 , on thoh way to Phil i ppi and the first land battle of the 
,,'ar be~'een the Stll tes. 

ending as th~ young men o~ the 

The Res o 

. The populat~ on o£ the 7illao:e 
uers !'rere the pride of the Ooumy . • ~ 

turned cut to 1:
n

e.el with the men as the Bever end Flaherty addressed them and 

pr ayed f'erVently f'or thOse who were merehin!; and f'or the ones left behind. 

From the journal of' William Skeen, lieutenant of' the Company, we learn that 

the litt le army stopped at the Elk River that night and were feted .h7 the 

;-;; Uiam Gibsons , the Hannahs , and 1. M. Bogsett . So they pr o.re' •• d. paUsing 

Wher e ni;;ht Overtook them and partahng of' the .hospitality of' the countrySide 

U.~til their advance became known as the " Tin Cup Campaign." The Inen We"e 

provided with tin cups, supplied their OWll £'ir.arms. and lived of:!' the coun_ 

tr-,r. Th. whOle Campai gn , lasting sever al "reeks, cost the county $68.66. 

Captain D. A. Stof'er commanded the out£'i t. Under hi,. Were LieutelllUlt 

Skeen, Ser geant D. 1,. Slaker, alld ):usicinns Walter Roby and \'/illiam H. 

Ervine. The body, which was to engage in the !'irst of' the 'c cres of opa ... ~ 
which devastated the r egion, inc l uded SOilS of the pioneering families of the 

county. Its muster r oll named : James ilkers , Andrew C. Aldermen. TiJnol.eu 

Angus , Beverly Boon, George Burr, }' rederick ourr, 1';m. n. Carpente,., !.lusto. 

Cor bett, ';In . Col e , George Cash , l!ontgomery Friel, Peter Grimes, Cyr-U8 Gatl!nOU, 

John Granf'i eld , I.iathias Grif!'in , Amos HelmiCk , Char les B. farold, f;m. R. 

Hogsett, Isaac B. Hanes , Robt . A. Hannah. Joseph F.a.nnah, rim . F.euson. Ad ... 

Hami lton, JOseph 1. J ohnson , Joseph D. Jordan , Amos Lyons, Fatrie LiorilU"ty, 
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Jam&s H. LCLm":Chlin n'eh l' J hn 

' e& J~ooro , Syl veater LJi tche!l, Wm. L. FyI as . 0 
Pyle6 .. John H. P J ' i 1i 

enoe , ames SWadley .. Lewis Smith , Cain lI . Sivey, \~ 1 run 
Slavens , Lontt S b '" i h 1 

ee art , James Shannon . liarti Sharp, Danie l Va.rner. J.. C ae 

",holJih.n, Patric I>hollihan, LeVi Waugh , Charlos lieaver, and Robert Tleaver. 

After tho eompn"y ' S rettu-n from the rout at Fhil ippi it was reorganized 

as Coo»any I , 25t h Virginia Infantry . Addod t o the r oll were: Fir.t Lieut. 

J . liuGh !lcLau;;hlin , Daniel Arbogast , William Burr, Pater L. Cleek, Charles 

Eagon , William Gammon , Patric lioher, J. W. Mathews, !.Iiohae1 Shannon, C. A. 

Simmons , B. Franklin Shrader , George Ware , Eugene Ware , 11illiam War., IUld 
Benjamin Ware . 

As Such the group fOUGht at Hcllowell, Winchester, Cro •• Keys, Port 

F.epublic, Ri cm,ond, SlaUGhter Eountain, Second Aianassas, Bristow Station, 

Shar psbur g , Fredericksbtu-g, Second \Vinchester, Gettysburg, Hine Run, end 

v.-ilderness . In the Wilderness battle the 6ntire 25th was captured . Company 

I, t hen r eduoed to 17 men was taken t o POint Lookout, llarylend, and th .... ce_. 
transferred to El mir a , New York. Six more died in the wretc11ed pri8on., and 

but el e'Ten men C<lr.:e home os surVivors of Pocahontas ' Company I . 

ThOUGh the entire state suffered tremendous l y because of its butfer 

position betl,,.en the !/or th end the South it is pr obable that Pocahontas _. 

victimiz ed to a far greater .,,-tent t11M any other p.r t of t he battle area. 

!~ost l amentab l e is the fact that only a rolatively s mall part of the actuo.1 

des tructi on nos caUsed by the r egul.r t,"OOPS of the two &.rl.ties . Tr.rough the 

heart of the county ren the ':lingling frontiers of feeling . Fa!llilieo Who had 

helped each other bUil d homes in the new ceuntr), divided bitterly in <ul'port 

of the two oauses . i70'"se yet , ",any a family Was br ol:en within itoelf, and 

• 
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sons \',tent off to jOin 0 i 
PPOG nb fOl"'ces . 

Countless bllnds " t . de 
0.1. irl"' eguI Bl" c ue r illas terrorized t he coun rys J. , 

looting , bUr nin;>" and co ch th~' 
Q mUl'del'ing i n the narre of' the forc es to 1'11:.J. -oJ 

pledged thei r doubtfu l "'l l e-' €6- -'as a month of e.tr ocities . ~ uJ.ance . January , 1 ~ . , 

A " ob tOok a :10."0 s lave bel onging to John vr. War wick rram the Hunter sville 

"h " B ' - b t and ~l< Bu"ard , both hnrmless 1 e ·-.;ev . enry ~- Ot;RS _ ... 

CiVilians , "fa"a t akan £ram t heir hamas and shot to death on the way to an 

alleged " t r ial tr 8S Gpies . 

Timothy Alderman of Douthard I s Cr eek was te.l::en fr om hi s horne and k illed 

in the Woods near the bri dge at n nnehaha Springs by a party or neighbors 

POSing as COnfederate SOld i ers. It 1':as three i'.'eeks before a r esident of t he 

ViCini ty "dr eamed" of the l ocation of the body and l ed searchers to whore it 

;lad been conc eal ed by a heavy snol1i'al1. Ald er ", ... n , like the other two men, 

was accused of SUpplying mil itary ini'orJ:w.tion t o the Federal troops. 

The Fourth Separate Brigade with its headquarters at lreston under a 

Gener al Roberts v'as created to beat down the activities oi' Conreder ate "bush-

Ylha cker s " Who wer e terr orizinb the Union minority gr oups in the eastern part 

of the st.te , Roberts ' t r oops swept tlu' ough the section with a ruth lessne •• 

equal to t hat oi' the mobs a gainst whom they wer e sent . Frunilies blown to 

have men in the Souther n rorces Wer e subjected to t he. os t br utal t r eatnent. 

Several i'ami li es so treated wer e i'ound to have other sons peri'orming with 

distincti on in the Union ar my . Tllis , tOGether with othe .. mis takes .. esulted 

in Robert. ' r emoval i'r om comllland On :.:ay 18 , 1863, less tl'an t wo month. aft .... 
the f or Llation of the brigade . 

GenOl"'al 't',"illillm \';oods Averill took aVe .. a nd d' d 

lspers e several small 
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detaohments of Confederates and captured sor~ ~uPFli6s . ll6 continued his 

'orays and d'd t h hi. h.l .... _starved • ... no return to Pocahontas until December, w .en .I. 

t roops burst across the Little Levels i n the r etreat that culminated in the 

Battle of Droop : :ountaill . The plight of 1 <P in a hos
the blue-clad t r oopS , onD 

til. and b • sol.ier nas shot by arr en Count r y , was pitiful. In one instance ~ 

". fr· to tl, .• ~ " ate hOU8eY1'ife 
_1.S 0 l.cer whelJ he r efused to retur n a piece of bacon ..... 

r h 1 rood they coul d 
rom w om he had stolen it . Another Gr oup ate what litt e 

find in one home and then devoured t he contents of a 5will barr el which the 

mvner had hoarded to feed his hObs . 

The youthful Aver il l finally succeeded in oettinG his little army safe 

over the iCy r onds to Beverly . The achievement of dr i v ing deep into enecy 

ter r i t ory with 2 , 500 Jnen a.'1.d tenring up a railroad, c.estr oying 200 , 000 bus hels 

of grain and other stores was no str.e.ll ac cornpl ishoent . Then to escape from 

encirclement by seven Confederate a r mies under such roen as Lee , Jackson, 

Fitzhugh , Early ~ and Echols made Aver il l the mi r acle WAn of the Allebhe::lies . 

Lee had suffer ed e .. 'tother i gnoble ceiee.t 9.!nid the Pocahontas mounta.ins 

two years beiore, when he \"/as serving as a briga dier general in the Greenbrier 

Vall ey . During the Cheat ~ountain en&abement he had attempted to cros s the 

t:lountain at night in a surpris e raid . The or d il"'.a.rHy c autious {;eneral d id 

not reckon \Yi th the nearly in-.penetrable spruce jun;;le which cove red the geat 

barrier at tl~t time . Ris half - trained s ol ciiers fran the cotton and tobncco 

cOl.mtry became hopelo:;.sly bm';ildered , a nd the intonded coup turned into a 

disastrous Tout as the thoroughl y fr" ht d 1 
1.& ene a.·:l c.ncers d r opped their equip-

reent and stampeded l ike cattl e . 

!>C.l"tow , Duncan l,:: :'till~ , : i llpoint . Top 
: ~ul' lin 1 8 Eottom. 
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blasted by bun i'ire county wer e 

I te country-a tat ter ed and des o a 
O.L .0 pro~perous i'arm years heror e . 

C-d "lourished a f ew country ,,[!1icn._ .L 

HUntersVille Was a blackened s~elet~n . 
The roads had been 

'rashod b). rain d t 
ac Cu by heavy 

pair. );« e and t here t hey had been blocked by mountainous barricades of" 

t r ees as eoch army s ought to i mpe", t he movement of the other. 

1 fo " "_; va years without re-artillery Whee s _.L 

!Sen came baCk to find their f"ields overgrown and tl,eir livestock long 

s ince gone. ReSOlutely they set to Work to rebUild. l:aoy llnd seen their 

during the cam
f" i r s t mowers, reap ers , kerosene lights and other inov.tions 

peigns tr~ ough str~,ge parts of" the c ountry . As quickly as they could they 

sec ur e d t hese t hi nGs f or t heir 01'm f"arms . The sickle and the tall"" candle 
dropped into the past . 

Peace did not return instaotl y in the hearts of the people . They had 

Coen too :nuch in tlle midst of t he actUal fighti ng , their feelings had been 

t oo t horoughly aroused , and they had said t h i ngs t o t heir neighbors which 

Could not be r eCalled. The color or a n~ 's t r ousers "as a POint of dangerous 

c on t roversy, and t~.de in blue >mol ens f or men 's suits Was wors e t hen UDpr o _ 
i'i tabl e in lower FOCe.J1Ontas . 

COnfederates Were indict ed on numer o us charges inCludi ng murder . They 

wer e deprived of t he riGhts or Citiz ens hi p becaUse they COul d " ot "':ear that 

they ha d n ot ai ded or abetted t he COnfederacy . Capt ain Stor er of the i11 _ 

rated Poc.hontas ~escuers tOok t he oa th a nd resU~ed h1'S 

indi o ted f or pe rjury , app eale d to t he SUpr eme Court , ' "" law P.l"actice . He Was 

ana t he case Was <irasbed e l ong until t he rights of' Souther-n S""'path1' 

' "' z ers were r estor ed by the Dew state 

.~- J--' __ _ 
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Gradual! 

!':I).rmony was r es t ored . F'cnc es wer e r ebuilt . Record crops or }i"''' nnd corn , 
·v 'lor e produCed . 

As t ho r oads were r eopene 
broUt;ht in tJle pr oduot_ " h d tri es Pro-

d the fr ei {;ht l'Jagons 

.. Oz t ,e newl y 6.wa.l:enoQ nat i on41 in us • 
vinoi nlislll '.Vas l'Ieakened 

d P 
an outlaw colony; it an ocahontas no longer was 

Was p:u-t of 8 Gr O'lvine; neY! s tat e and a str onger, more cl os e - 1m! t nation . 

T'·.vel er' s Repose , on t he Steunton- Pnrker ,burg turnpike, bec.",e • buey 

p l ace as the a dven turous PUshed t oward the western fr ontier. 
Louise Jicfleill's 

poenlS of the bu::;~. tur npi ke and i t s f amous tavern have ca ught the c ol or ful 
spi ri t of the day . 

li The Ga.u l ey mai l was overdue 
17hen J ed wh o was to dr ive i t through 
Cheat liountain Pass to Staunton Run 
Got special wor d 1'rom Wa s hingt on 
In t'!hich a poste.l clerk inqui r ed 
tih;.' j,~ . liane Vt100 had been hired 
To drive the course at post haste r ate 
rl£1.s not in yet , though three months In te . 

"And nO',': on Ii hibh- Glaze m~b e .'10.11 
In the postel bUilding Jed Xe!le ' s scrawl 
l:an~s f r ar.led in silver: "Respected Sir , 
You ask the reas on end this be her-
If the gable end blew out of hell 
Straight into the dri1'ts of a snO\',' that 1'e11 
Last fa ll on the r::un l s hor n POint of Chea t 
It would take till Easter for br imstone heat 
To ~elt a horsepath, So I r emain 
Your obet . syt . Jedson Kane ." 

"At; dus!.:: tll~ rid~r "eined I.is hors , 
!he r.e.i l J"'.an left his po.:;t ha3te C Ol.U"~El , 

A tra. ... clcr \;1.0 Talked alone 
Scrapod Q~ddy boots upon a stone , 
The her der drO,·e his steer s to pen 
L~d four beaplstterod , Glib- tongued 
Who :had not I!'et , met !len. before !ten 
T1.e tavern 1s heavy tiI:;ber ed door . 

f r eind. , whi ch 18 aL~~IVW ~v~. -- -l-~-~~::::::::~ ...... __ -" ...... ______ .. 
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li The fire I'oared l oud o.s DoneB Vlere sunG ' 
Tho cider keG popped out its bunG 
~d 1'lol'lod a l one the stream of '~ it ; 
"ild phOulJsnt rOCl:::lted on the sPJ.t; 
And til l the crossroads stree.k with do."m 
And four str o.nge Men Dust tra.vel on, 
A lone- jawed goffer , l~enry Clay , 
A do.rl:: outlander . " Fre:1ch" Crozet , 
;', indy Williams who dr o"le for hire , 
iU1d Jed who carried the Staunton mAJ.ls, 
War med their shins by the landlord ' s fJ. r e . 11 

d t heir tales . SWigGed their cider and swappe .' 
th outer 

Despite the improved t r ansportat i on and better contact with e 

t 'tics since 
c ountry Pocahontas has ChallGed littl e in its population che.rac eTJ.S 

1860 . The people are nearly a l l descendents of the or igi nal., Nordic r aCOS 

",ho first settled. Indu&try anc of notural r esourc eS have been exploitation ~ 

limi ted by the l o.ck of :heavy t r ansport . Consequently t hei r attendant con

gl omeration of cheap labor and mixed r aces did n ot pe~etrate the county 's 

nountain barrier s . 

The visitor is h~pressed with tile serenity of ?oce.hontas and its people. 

They have accepted such nel', comforts of the technological age as they liked 

and have r etained those of the old days if they better &uited t he purpose. 

They 1I1ake their c r ops , raise Good livestocl.: , and live in comfo r table , unpr eten-

tious homes . Far min;; , throubh appli cation of modern procedure learned in 

Four fi work B...."ld agricultural schools , hus brown beyond the concept i on o f the 

pioneer farmer. ··,.lell educated business and pr ofessional men and women have 

replac ed their untutored forebears . tiany have gone out to make such count-,i 

names a s jjcClintic , Gutei':ood , Her Old , and countIes " others 
- proJ:unent in the 

Governmental o.nd business affair .:; of the state . 

mlb 

f r e inds, wh i ch is all from your affectionate and lov1Dg ur~~u •• 
I , 


